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WRNAMME to award scholarship at Annual Meeting


$1,500 to be awarded to a health professions students!


The Western Region of the National Association of Medical Minority Education (WRNAMME) will be awarding two (2) $750 scholarships to currently enrolled health professions students. The scholarship is in recognition of a student who is dedicated to working in communities in need of culturally competent practitioners and to increasing the number of underrepresented minorities in the health professions.


To be considered for the WRNAMME Regional Scholarship, an applicant must meet the following criteria:


Nominated by a Western Region NAMME member in good standing;


Be from an unrepresented minority group (i.e. Black/African American, Hispanic/Latino, Mexican American, American Indian, Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander, and Alaskan Native.)


Be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident;


Attend an accredited health profession school in the Western Region (AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, WA, WY, UT)./


Be at least a 2nd year health professions students and currently in good academic standing; Student who are graduation from a health professions program are not eligible.


Have a proven commitment to working in medically underserved communities and/or increasing the number of underrepresented minorities in the health professions


Be in good academic standing.


Have documentation of financial need.





If you know of a student that meets all of the above requirements please have them complete the application and return it to the sponsoring WRNAMME member. The application was recently e-mailed to WRNAMME members. All application materials must be returned to the sponsoring WRNAMME member and be submitted with a letter of support for the student no later than February 23, 2005. Mail applications to: Charles J. Alexander, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Student Affairs, UCSF School of Dentistry, 513 Parnassus Avenue, S630, San Francisco, CA 94143-0430 





If you need an application forwarded to you please e-mail Charles J. Alexander, Ph.D. at � HYPERLINK "mailto:alexanderc@dentistry.ucsf.edu" ��alexanderc@dentistry.ucsf.edu� 


-----------------------------------------------------------------------


NAMME National Meeting to be Held in Washington D.C.


The NAMME National Meeting will be held in Washington D.C. in September of 2005. Stay tuned for more information. 





�





WRNAMME to hold regional Meeting in San Francisco, CA


March 10-12, 2005


“Crossing Bridges:  Collaborating within the Health Professions”


The Western Region’s Spring conference will be held in San Francisco on March 10-12, 2005. This year’s meeting will be hosted by the University of California, San Francisco’s School of Dentistry.  The Meeting will be held on the school’s beautiful campus and lodging information was forwarded to you via e-mail.  It proves to be an exciting conference with outstanding presenters.  


Agenda: Registration begins on Thursday afternoon followed by a Board Meeting.  The first day of the conference will feature a keynote speaker, Dr. Kevin Grumbach, who is the project director at the UCSF Center for Health Professions and an authority on diversity in the health professions.  You will also have an opportunity to hear presentations addressing short and long-term programs such as those sponsored by the Latino Center for Medical Education and Research at UCSF-Fresno and the Imi Ho’ola Post-Baccalaureate Program at the John A. Burns School of Medicine at the University of Hawaii at Manoa.  On Saturday, the Student Development Program will be highlighted.  A panel of student representatives from different health professions will be featured as well as financial aid information.  The afternoon will end with a student recruitment fair with representatives from over 30 health professions schools.  The day closes with an optional tour of the City by the Bay.  Please e-mail or contact Charles Alexander if you have any questions.





Charles Alexander, Ph.D.


Regional Director


(415)476-1323


alexanderc@dentistry.ucsf.edu


The University of Hawai’i Medical School Unveils it New Kaka’ako Campus


In celebration of the unveiling of the new campus, the 2005 Bioscience Conference was held to commemorate this event.  The conference highlighted the innovative research that will be at the forefront of the medical field in treating illness and in curing disease.   The distinguished presenters, including two Nobel laureates, addressed topics such as genomic and stem cell research.  It is the hope that this new medical school will be the catalyst for the state’s biotech life science industry that will attract companies to create a symbiotic relationship between academic medicine, biological research, and private enterprise.  





The new medical school is a $150 million project comprised of two buildings totaling 345,000 square feet for education and research.   The education building will house classrooms, faculty offices, libraries, a bookstore, and a dining facility.  There is the added capability of high-tech medical simulations, where students can practice techniques in a virtual world.  The building will also house an auditorium equipped with video conferencing capabilities.





Although the two buildings differ in function, they fit together as a unified campus.  The campus is a special design district “emphasizing a Hawaiian sense of place” as well as its physical environment which is energy-efficient and environmentally friendly.  The landscaping includes a garden of Native Hawaiian traditional healing plants and the leaves of these plants 


continued on page 3





*********************************************


“Three Share a Vision of a Better World”


�Charles Alexander was one of three individuals recently honored and awarded the Martin Luther King, Jr. award at UCSF by Chancellor Mike Bishop.  It was an auspicious day for Charles Alexander, Carmen  Portillo, and Katherine Lupton who were recognized for their contributions to increasing the numbers of underrepresented ethnic groups in the health professions.  


Charles Alexander, Associate Dean for Student Affairs in the School of Dentistry, was recognized for establishing the nation’s first Post-Baccalaureate Program for dental students.  Carmen Portillo, associate professor in the Department of Community Health Systems in the School of Nursing, was honored for mentoring junior faculty and students from underrepresented ethnic groups at UCSF and for recruiting individuals for the School of Nursing’s graduate program.  Finally, Katherine Lupton, a fourth-year medical student, chair of the Native American Health Alliance, was recognized for her efforts in recruiting Native students to the School of Medicine. 


All honorees exemplified the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King’s work and shared how Dr. King influenced their individual lives by inspiring them to be a voice for underrepresented groups.  Congratulations!


>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<


************************************************


Membership has its privileges….





Don’t forget to renew your membership for the 2004-05 academic year. A membership application is enclosed with this newsletter. Renew your membership today! 
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WRNAMME Meeting Agenda


March 10-12, 2005


University of California, San Francisco


AGENDA


Thursday, March 10, 2005





1:00 pm  - 4:00 pm		Conference Registration





4:00 pm – 6:00 pm		Board Meeting 


Friday, March 11, 2004





8:00 am – 9:00 am		Conference Registration





9:00 am – 10:00 am		Keynote Speaker:  Dr. Kevin Grumbach





10:00 am – 10:15 am	Break 


	


10:15 am – 11:15 am	Panel  Presentation I


	


11:20 am – 12:20 pm		Panel Presentation II





12:30 pm – 1:30 pm	Lunch


 	  


1:30 pm – 3:30 pm	Tour of UCSF (including Mission Bay Campus)





5:30 pm – 8:30 pm	Recognition Dinner 


Saturday, March 12, 2005





8:00 am – 9:00 am	Student Registration





9:00 am – 10:10 am 	Panel of Health Professions School Representatives





10:00 am – 11:00 am	Financing Your Health Profession Education





11:15 am - 2:30 pm	Student Recruitment Fair





3:00 pm – 7:00 pm	Optional Tour of San Francisco 








-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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are worked into the design of the medical school. 


The medical school welcomes the move to Kaka’ako since the heavy rains on the night of October 30, 2004 devastated the Biomed Building which houses the medical school.  It will be a new beginning with great expectations!
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Send us your News


WRNAMME Speaks is published quarterly and designed to inform members of what is happening in the region. If you have information you would like published please send it to WRNAMME Speaks at alexanderc@dentistry.ucsf.edu 


Download the HCOP and COE logo


You can now down the Health Careers Opportunity Program and Center of Excellence Logos. If you receive funding from either of these programs, you can use these logos on stationery, t-shirts and mugs. Visit the following URL to down load the logos. 





http://bhpr.hrsa.gov/dhpd/resources.htm 





��











2004-05 Regional Officers





Regional Director:	Charles Alexander, Ph.D., UCSF


Associate Regional Director Barbara Huntington, SDSU


Treasurer:	VACANT


Secretary:	Millie Russell, Ed.D. Univ. of Washington


Chairs of Standing Committees


Budget and Finance:	Denise Robinson, UCSF


Membership:		Larry Broussard, JD, State of CA


Legal Affairs:		VACANT


Nominations:		Nanette Judd, U. of Hawaii


Communications:		Karen Sakamoto, U. of Hawaii


Chairs of Appointed Committees


Legislative Affairs:	Larry Broussard, JD, Sate of CA


Scholarship:		Charles Alexander, Ph.D., UCSF


Awards:			Millie Russell, Univ. of Wash.


Elections:		Barbara Huntington, SDSU


Program Co-Chairs:	Charles Alexander, UCSF


			Denise Robinson, UCSF











			


Insert Symbol


It is a good idea to place a small symbol at the end of each article to let the reader know that the article is finished and will not continue onto another page. Position your cursor at the end of the article, click Symbol on the Insert menu, choose the symbol you want, and then click Insert.


Borders


You can use page borders and text box borders to change the appearance of your newsletter. Borders on text boxes help keep different articles separate, and can set off sidebar articles from the rest of the page. To change a text box border, select it, double click its edge and choose the Colors and Lines tab in the Format Auto Shape dialog box.
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