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Request for Letter of Recommendation/Evaluation for Medical School

Student’s waiver to view letter:

Student:  Please complete and sign this form and give it to the person you have asked to write a letter of evaluation. 

To:

________________________________________________________________________





(Type Name of Evaluator)

From:

Barbara Huntington, Director, Preprofessional Health Advisor

Subject:
Letter of Evaluation for ___________________________________________to Medical School






(Type name of candidate)

I waive my right to view the contents of the letter written in response to this request.




________________________________________________________________






(Signature of Student)

Request for Evaluation:
Dear Recommender/Evaluator:

Thank you for agreeing to write a letter for the above candidate to medical school.  One of the most supportive things anyone can do for a preprofessional student is to write a good detailed letter of evaluation.  There is such a large number of applicants to professional schools each year that the admissions committees must rely on the opinions of others for subjective evaluation.  Fortunately, the character of the student is still a primary qualification for admission.  Students of equal academic background are interviewed based on letters of evaluation, so your letter will be read and will contribute significantly to the candidate's application.

Schools are not interested in having an academic evaluation since they have both transcripts and national exam scores.  In fact, it is best not to mention specific grades, even those earned in your class.  What they do want is your evaluation of:

1.
General intellectual qualities such as curiosity, honesty, ability to reason critically, to solve problems, and to communicate.

2.
Personal qualities such as compassion, commitment, empathy, and leadership.  Did you enjoy teaching the applicant?  Can you relate any anecdotal material which will bring the student's image into focus?

3.
Background, including steps the student has taken to test his/her goals;  his/her adjustments to demands of family, school, and society;  his/her need for employment;  or his/her choice of leisure activities.

A complete letter of evaluation would cover at least two of the above areas.  The letters are normally a minimum of four paragraphs to two pages in length.  It would also be helpful if you would indicate whether or not you would go to this person for his/her professional services once his/her training is completed.

Your letter should be typed on letterhead and begin: Re:  (insert student name here), Medical School Application.  Please do not include a greeting on the letter. Please sign across the seal of the envelope.  It should be mailed to:

Barbara Huntington

Preprofessional Health Advisor, GMCS-323

San Diego State University

San Diego, CA 92182-1017

Thank you for your cooperation in this time-consuming task which means so much to our students.
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