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A group consisting of a common ancestor but not all descendents of that common ancestor.

A group consisting of a common ancestor plus all descendents of that common ancestor.

A new, derived feature of evolution.

A specific feature, e.g., "eye color."

Classification based on evolutionary history.

Classification based on overall similarity.

Field of biology dealing with diversity and evolutionary history of life, including taxonomy, with the goal to determine phylogenetic relationships.

Field of biology that includes DINC: description, identification, nomenclature, and classification.

Group not part of the ingroup, used to “root” a tree (cladogram).

Naming according to a formal system, traditionally using hierarchical ranks.

Placing objects, e.g., life, into some type of order.
Principle stating that the cladogram (tree) having the fewest number of “steps” (evolutionary changes) is the one accepted.

Similarity not due to common ancestry, either convergence (independent gain) or reversal (loss of derived feature).

Similarity resulting from common ancestry.
Species names, like Homo sapiens, are of this form.

Term for a taxonomic group.

The process of assigning features to organisms.

The process of associating an unknown taxon with a known one, e.g., by using a taxonomic key.

Two or more forms of a feature, e.g., "red," "white" (for eye color).

Two taxa that are each others closest relative.
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apomorphy

binomial

character

character states

classification

description

homology

homoplasy (analogy)

identification

monophyletic

nomenclature

outgroup

paraphyletic

parsimony

phenetic

phylogenetic

sister taxa

systematics

taxon (plural taxa)

taxonomy

