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Lecture #22 – Squamates:  Lizards & Snakes 
 
I. Lepidosauria 
 A. Tail Autotomy (the loss of the tail) 
 
II. Sphenodonta 
 A. Last surviving member of an ancient lineage 
 B. Two species live in New Zealand 
 C. Life History 
  1. Cold weather adapted 
  2. No copulatory organ, but internal fertilization 
   a. Cloacal kiss 
 
III. Squamata: Lizards & Snakes 
 A. Evolutionary Diversity 
  1. Greatest diversity among traditional "reptile" groups 
  2. Lifestyles 
   a. Wait & Watch 
    1) Cryptic coloration 
    2) Defense strategies 
   b. Seek & Search 
    1) Snake feeding 
  3. Internal Fertilization 
   a. Hemepenes 
 
Reading: Chapter 18 - pages 364-371. 
Questions: Page 373 – 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 16, and 17. 
 


