Biology 101L: World of Animals L aboratory

Instructor: Lisa Komoroske Office: PS 157
Email: lisa.kommoroske@gmail.com Office Hours: Mon/Wed 11-12.

Course Materials: Laboratory Manual for Animal Diversity: An Evolutionary Approach (5"
Edition), adapted by Annalisa Berta. Originally written by Michael Simpson, Erik Gergus &
Scott McMillan. You can only buy the manual at KB Books.

N.B. : Having the lab manual is mandatory. You must bring it to every class (no exceptions).

Student Learning Outcome:

Successful completion of this course will allow you to confidently identify animals and
understand their evolutionary position in the tree of life.{ In addition, you will learn how
different animal taxa are both similar and different. Comparisons of anatomy, physiology,
behavior, life history, and biogeography will be a part of this identification. You will also be able
to place the origins of your own biology and how successive accumulations of traits have been

acquired throughout evolutionary history.f

Class Website: http://blackboard.sdsu.edu for syllabus copy, schedule, study guides,
assignments, and announcements. You’ll need your RedID and password to login.

Grading:
6 Quizzes 120 points 60%
Attendance 10 points 5%
Pre-Lab Homework 10 points 5%
Participation 20 points 10%
Four assignments 40 points 20%
TOTAL 200 points  100%

There is no final in this class.

Quizzes (60%)

Quizzes will be given every other week. There is no excuse for not studying or missing a quiz
(see attendance) so be sure to check the schedule for the exact dates. There are no makeup
quizzes.

Quizzes will consist of short answers to define key terms, identification of organisms and
morphological traits, and questions from the lab manual. You are also responsible for the
material in the lecture at the beginning of each class. Quizzesare hard but eadly prepared
for. If youwant to do well on quizzesE

1.) Read thelab exercise before class. Being prepared will make the lab easier and you will
likely be able to leave earlier.

2.) I will provide a list of terms. You will need to be able to define and know each.

3.) Learn how to identify all organisms and how they are defined during class time (drawings
will help you remember)



4.) Complete all the questions from the manual in class. If you do not know an answer, never
hesitate to ask.

5.) Review everything before the quiz.

6.) Make flashcards.

Attendance (5%)

The course has a strict policy on attendance because it is centered on observation, which you
cannot do if you do not show up. Two unexcused absences will result in an automatic F. Four
excused absences will result in an automatic F. An excused absence means you have a doctor’s
note or otherwise appropriate written excuse for not attending class.

To get points for attendance you must show the instructor your completed lab manual (all
questions answered and drawings completed). The instructor may ask you to put more effort into
you manual before leaving. Only after your manual is completed to your instructor’s satisfaction
will you get credit for it.

Pre-Lab Homework (5%)

Students are expected to read the appropriate chapter of the lab manual before each class and
hand in brief paragraph (3-5 sentences) that summarizes the lab. This must be written in your
own words (do not plagiarize other students or the lab manual). It is expected to include:

What we are doing today...
The specific animals/features/equipment examined or used

Ex.: The purpose of lab #1 is to demonstrate an understanding of the concept of evolution
and systematics. In the first part of the lab, a cladogram sill be constructed using the picture
of organisms provide in the manual to demonstrate decent with modification. In the second
part of the lab, specimens of different live animals will be displayed and we must put them
into categories based on shared characteristics.

These pre-labs will be graded out of two points.

Pre-labs done in the front of the instructor before class/during lecture will reflect lack of
preparation and result in lost points for participation.

Participation (10%)

Participation is not as subjective as it may seem. Students who contribute to the class by asking
insightful questions and cleaning up after themselves will accumulate marks. Marks will be lost
for students who show up late to class, leave early on a regular basis, and never speak in class.
Students can make up for lost points by helping the instructor clean up at the end of class.

Participation scores also include issues of respect. Please be courteous to others and myself by
turning all cellphones to silent (i.e. it is only acceptable to answer if it is an emergency), listen
when others are speaking, and refrain from conversation unrelated to the tasks at hand. The
more focused everyone remains, the faster we will all understand the material and the sooner you
will complete the lab.

Lastly, please be on time. Punctuality is a virtue. Once the lab has begun I will not repeat
information. "If [ have made an appointment with you, I owe you punctuality, I have no right to



throw away your time, if I do my own." Richard Cecil

Field Tripsand Additional Assignments (4 x 5% = 20%)

This class includes two main field trips: one to the zoo, one to the aquarium. Students who are
unable to attend the first two field trips may choose to go to the Chula Vista Nature Center. Each
student is expected to complete an assignment for ten points at two of the three locations. The
assignments will consist of a set of questions that can be answered by reading the display
placards and observing the animals. An additional two take-home assignments will also be
administered.

Grading Scale

<59.9% -F 73.0-76.9% - C 87.0-89.9% - B+
60.0-66.9% -D 77.0-79.9% - C+ 90.0-92.9% - A-
67.0-69.9% - D+ 80.0-82.9% - B- 93.0-100% - A
70.0-72.9% - C- 83.0-86.9% - B

Safety

You may not eat, drink (even water), chew gum, apply makeup, remove/put in contact lenses, or
wear open toed shoes, while inside the classroom. These restrictions apply even before class
starts. Why? Because the labs are full of “germs” and harmful chemicals, we do not responsible
for a student being hurt or becoming ill.

If you do not follow the safety rules you will be asked to leave.

Dispose of all garbage properly. There will be separate containers for biological waste
(dissected animals) and sharps (broken glass & scalpel blades).

Plagiarism/Cheating

Do not cheat or plagiarize. This means that everything should be written in your own words or
properly quoted and cited (Crawford, 2005). Do not copy verbatim from the lab manual.
Likewise, silence will be maintained throughout quizzes and your eyes will remain on your own
paper. If you are caught, you and the person you cheated off of will be given an automatic zero
on that assignment. If you talk during a quiz you will be asked to leave and you will get a zero.
Additionally, you may be reported to the Office of Judicial Procedures, put on probation,
suspended, or even expelled. So don’t cheat!

If you have questions (of any sort), I am always happy to talk to you. Please do not hesitate to
email me or stay after class to discuss any issues that may arise. If you have serious concerns or
questions about the laboratory policies, you may contact the lab supervisor, Dr. Brad
Hollingsworth, at bhollingsworth@sdnhm.org.

The schedule and syllabus may to change according to the needs of the class or department — you
will be notified of any changes.

Crawford, N. 2005. Cheating causes blindness. Spells and Hexes 13: 666-678.



